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• The walking trail in Marty Snook Park goes through 
a stand of woods with many large ash trees that 
were recently killed by the emerald ash borer. 

• Paid a tree service to drop many of the large trees 
along the fence and property line. Many others 
scattered in the woods and along the trail.

• To remove those trees and others would drastically 
open the woods and change the landscape.

THE PROBLEM – EMERALD ASH BORER

Kaitlin O’Shea

Duncan & Grove – Holland Park

Felled Ash Trees
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• Create a new play area in the woods!
• Planned to replace playground equipment in park.

Had approximately $45,000 in State Program Open 
Space funds available in a grant.

SOLUTION

Kaitlin O’Shea

Duncan & Grove – Holland Park
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Limited budget + imagination + free materials + in house resources = ???

IDEAS AND RESEARCH

Kaitlin O’Shea

Duncan & Grove – Holland Park

Flights of Fantasy - UK

Thomas Dambo

Infinite Playground - UK

Duncan & Grove- Drapers Field, UK
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• In House Work
• Develop theme
• Get clearance from insurance provider

• Most playground injuries are the result of falls. Lowering fall heights and providing 
suitable fall protection surfacing is key. 

• Early studies show that Natural Playgrounds are the same or safer than traditional 
manufactured playgrounds as the worst injuries often happen from unintended use 
of the equipment. (i.e. climbing on top of monkey bars, jumping from swings, etc.)

• Insurance provider required a design professional or certified manufacturer to be 
responsible for any structures 

• Field survey
• Site and playground equipment design
• Site clearing
• Construction and material sourcing

• Hire an Artist
• Produce unique carvings and playground pieces from available trees

• Playground equipment and material suppliers
• Stand alone playground parts to be integrated into the construction

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

Kaitlin O’Shea

Duncan & Grove – Holland Park
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• Drafted a Request for Proposal regarding qualifications and 
experience and price proposals for the design, creation and 
construction of carved wooden playground structures.

• Seeking an Artist to assist with the creation of the natural playground 
area with a special focus and ability to create original chain saw 
carved playground elements that can be built and incorporated into 
the space. The Artist will collaborate with the County to design, 
create and construct the features of the playground.

• Provided a sample structure element list. Artist shall collaborate with 
the County on preparing a schematic design for each play element.

• Each structure designed and constructed to meet the US Consumer 
Product Safety Commission Standards for Public Playground Safety. 
Need to be durable and able to withstand climbing, pulling, pushing, 
and the natural elements.

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT – ARTIST CHAINSAW CARVER RFP

Kaitlin O’Shea

Duncan & Grove – Holland Park
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PROJECT DEVELOPMENT – ARTIST CHAINSAW CARVER RFP

Duncan & Grove – Holland Park

Chain Effect – Jason Stoner
• Contract hourly rate not to exceed $35,000; final cost $20,000
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Site Selection
• Interesting terrain and features.
• Strengthen ties to the natural environment
• Use onsite materials 

BASE DESIGN AROUND WHAT THE SITE HAS TO OFFER

Kaitlin O’Shea

FREE!
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PROJECT DEVELOPMENT – SITE DESIGN AND CLEARING

Duncan & Grove – Holland Park
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PROJECT DEVELOPMENT – MATERIAL SOURCING

Kaitlin O’Shea

• Raw Timber
• Ash trees for carvings on stump
• Logs - Preferred Species

• Black locust – robinia pseudoacia
• Free from DNR Indian Springs Wildlife 

Management Area
• Industry standard preferred species for 

wood structures
• White Oak – quercus alba

• Free from County Parks property killed by 
disease

• Square locust posts from fence supply company 
• Dimensional cedar from local lumber company
• Playground elements by InCord, Huck and Farmtastic

Fun, Treehouse Supplies and Amazon vendors
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PROJECT DEVELOPMENT – DRAGON PLAY STRUCTURE

Kaitlin O’Shea
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PROJECT DEVELOPMENT – CLIMBING SCULPTURE

Kaitlin O’Shea
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PROJECT DEVELOPMENT – STUMP CARVINGS

Kaitlin O’Shea
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PROJECT DEVELOPMENT – FORT

Kaitlin O’Shea
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Kaitlin O’Shea
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Kaitlin O’Shea
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Kaitlin O’Shea

Andrew Eshleman, P.E.
Director, Public Works
Washington County, MD
aeshleman@washco-md.net
240.313.2252

Follow Us:

WashingtonCountyMD

WashingtonCountyMD

@WashingtonCoMD

Thank You and Questions?

• Washington County Public Works 
Departments involved in the construction 
project

• Highways, Parks & Recreation, 
Buildings-Grounds-Facilities

• Washington County Public Relations and 
Marketing

• Rules sign graphics
• Jason Stoner – Chain Effect, Fairfield, PA

• Chainsaw Art & Creative Signs 
• DNR and Program Open Space ~$45,000 

grant
• Total Project Direct Costs ~$60,000
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