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BIOGRAPHY

" |nterned as a party chief in the summers and
winters between college semesters.

= Owned a survey and engineering firm for
over a decade.

= Managed government departments.

= Currently manages an office that provides
survey and engineering.




ABSTRACT

As a follow up to the Mason-Dixon Line presentation, this will be a discussion on The Delaware Wedge, highlights
are listed below: —

= Whatisthe Delaware Wedge?

= How was the Delaware Wedge created?

= Why wasitanissue?

= The resolution of the Wedge.

= Importance of establishingaccurate survey.

= The Tristate Marker Trail.

This presentationis 1.0 PDH.
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1749 Map
Depicting the arcto the corner



WHAT IS THE DELAWARE WEDGE?



WHAT IS THE DELAWARE WEDGE?

FOREEY L W

= The Wedge was land:

= created by previous surveys. lrf
= |eftover from previoussurveys. ,_I.-"'
T e B
= not specifically defined. ='| .'PH“'
n -I-
= no one technically claimed - ’ i. _
initially. CHIN | e e e
B A==
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Map from Geocaching.com Article
Delaware’s Circular Boundary at Auburn Heights



HOW WAS THE DELAWARE
WEDGE CREATED?



HOW WAS THE DELAWARE WEDGE CREATED?

= 1stBaron Baltimore, Lord George Calvert,
diesin April, 1632.

By Daniél Mijtens - Public Domain



HOW WAS THE DELAWARE WEDGE CREATED?

= 1stBaron Baltimore, Lord George Calvert,
diesin April, 1632.

= The Charter of Maryland was deeded to
Lord Cecilius Calvert, 2" Baron
Baltimore, in June 1632 by King Charlesl|.

Excerpt from the Charter of Maryland:

...all that Faxt of the Feninsula, o Chersanese, lying in the
Fants of Umerica, between the Ccean on the East and the Bay
of Chesapeakie an the West, divided from the Residue thereaf
by a Right Line drawn from the Prementorny, er Head-Land,
called Watkin's Foint, situate upen the Bay aforesaid, neaxr
the siver Wiglaa, an the West, unto the main Ocean on the
Cast; and between that Beundary en the South, unte that
Fant of the Bay ef Delaware on the Newth, which lieth undex
the Fantieth Degree of Nexth Latitude from the Equinactial,
where New England is tevminated; Und all that Twact of
Land within the Metes undewwitten (that is ta say ) passing
from the said Bay, called Delaware Bay,. . .



HOW WAS THE DELAWARE WEDGE CREATED?

_ 774 Province of Maryjg
= 1stBaron Baltimore, Lord George Calvert, 7, / bk ol & :
dies in April, 1632. L4057 '

= The Charter of Maryland was deeded to
Lord Cecilius Calvert, 2" Baron
Baltimore, in June 1632 by King Charlesl|.




HOW WAS THE DELAWARE WEDGE CREATED?

15t Baron Baltimore, Lord George
Calvert, dies in April, 1632.

The Charter of Maryland was deeded to
Lord Cecilius Calvert, 2" Baron
Baltimore, in 1632 by King Charles |.

In 1668, Lord Cecilius Calvert defers
ownership of “the Lower Countieson
the Delaware”, or the “Delaware
Counties” to the Duke of York, brother
of King Charles Il

By Gerard Soest—Public Domain



HOW WAS THE DELAWARE WEDGE CREATED?

In 1681, King Charles |l deeded the Land
Grant of Pennsylvania to William Penn.

In 1682, the Duke of York leased, then
deeded the Delaware Countiesto
William Penn.

In 1704, the Delaware Counties and
Pennsylvania formallyagreed to do
business as separate entities.
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HOW WAS THE DELAWARE WEDGE CREATED?

William Penn had control of and owned
both Pennsylvaniaandthe “Delaware
Counties” when the Mason-Dixon Line
was established.
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HOW WAS THE DELAWARE WEDGE CREATED?

1751 Watson and Parson marked the

TranspeninsularLine between Maryland

and Delaware.

TRANSPENINSULAR LINE

I [ —

This stone monument, erected April 26, 1751,
marks the eastern end of the Transpeninsular
Line surveyed 1750-1751 by dJohn Watsen and
William Parsons of Pennsylvania and John Emory
and Thomas dJones ' of Maryland. This line

established the east-west boundary between
Pennsylvania's “Three Lower Counties’ (now / |
Delaware) and the Colony of Maryland. It estab-
lished also the middle point of the peninsuia, i
35 miles to the west. The stone bears the
coat of arms of the Calveris on the south side
and the Penns on ithe north. It
fi



HOW WAS THE DELAWARE WEDGE CREATED?

= 1751 Watson and Parson marked the
TranspeninsularLine between Maryland
and Delaware.

= 1763-1768 — Mason-Dixon Line was
surveyed.




HOW WAS THE DELAWARE WEDGE CREATED?

= 1751 Watson and Parson marked the
TranspeninsularLine between Maryland
and Delaware.

= 1763-1768 — Mason-Dixon Line was
surveyed.

= 1776 — Delaware officially separates from
Pennsylvania to become a state.




HOW WAS THE DELAWARE WEDGE CREATED?

= 1751 Watson and Parson marked the
TranspeninsularLine between Maryland
and Delaware.

= 1763-1768 — Mason-Dixon Line was
surveyed.

= 1776 — Delaware officially separates from
Pennsylvania to become a state.

= 1784 — markings for the Mason-Dixon
Line were officially completed between
Maryland and Pennsylvania, and
Maryland and Delaware.




HOW WAS THE DELAWARE WEDGE CREATED?

Between Maryland and Pennsylvania at
the 39° 43’ N parallel.

Between Maryland and Delaware at the
tangent of the Twelve Mile Circle from
New Castle, DE.

The TranspeninsularLine separating
Maryland and Delaware from the
longitudinal tangentline to the Atlantic
Ocean.
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HOW WAS THE DELAWARE WEDGE CREATED?

The established Mason-Dixon Line
matched part of the original intent but
left an awkward shaped piece.

The latitudinal linelocation stopped at
the corner marker.

The longitudinal line bisected and was
semi tangential to the arc line south of
the corner marker.

Aerial Photo from Google Maps®



HOW WAS THE DELAWARE WEDGE CREATED?

= Marylandrecognized the land south and

west of the Mason-Dixon Line. .
more than a century,

= Pennsylvania recognized the land north | W Aaimed by Pehns
the latitudinal Mason-Dixon line and . f:;fﬁfﬁ?ﬁf}“ﬁ;-i’ﬁfg;h o

it'#0 Delaware. This dec
E!ilfied by Pt".nnt;yh'::}_ni;; in
; elawarein 1941, and by the Cone
= Delaware recognized the land south of 1 of the Unfted Statcs in 192

the arc and east of the Mason-Dixon g _

longitudinal line tangent with the arc.

above the arc.

= The Wedge, approximately 684 acres,
became a “no man’sland”.



WHY WAS IT AN ISSUE?



WHY WAS IT AN ISSUE?

= Jurisdictional understanding
= Maintenance ))
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= Allocation of resources
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Maryland section of SR896
from Delaware through to Pennsylvania



WHY WAS IT AN ISSUE?

Pennsylvania owned everything north of
the Mason-Dixon Line and the Delaware

Arc.

TR N
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1873 Map
London Britain and Franklin Townships



WHY WAS IT AN ISSUE?

= Pennsylvania owned everything north of
the Mason-Dixon Line and the Delaware
Arc.

= Mason-Dixon northern corner marker
had a “P” for Pennsylvania.




WHY WAS IT AN ISSUE?

= Pennsylvania owned everything north of
the Mason-Dixon Line and the Delaware

Arc.

= Mason-Dixon northern corner marker
had a “P” for Pennsylvania.

= Mapsshow the wedge as Pennsylvania.

= 1849-1850 John Duncan Graham
resurveyed the Mason-Dixon Line,
showing the wedge, the arc, and
several boundary line features.

1850 Map
Depicting the wedge and surrounding areas



WHY WAS IT AN ISSUE?

= Pennsylvania wasonlyintendedto have
the area north of the latitudinal Mason-
Dixon Line and the arc.

1749 Map
Maryland, Pennsylvania and the Delaware Counties



WHY WAS IT AN ISSUE?

= Pennsylvania wasonlyintendedto have
the area north of the latitudinal Mason-
Dixon Line and the arc.

| i )
£ Nellebiphitm) |

= The arc from New Castles was intended
to extend to the corner marker.

1799 Map
Depicting the arcto the corner



WHY WAS IT AN ISSUE?

(DELAYARE,]
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= Pennsylvania wasonlyintendedto have . - \ e e
the area north of the latitudinal Mason- o 2
Dixon Line and the arc.

= The arc from New Castles was intended |
to extend to the corner marker. i

= The Wedge made a better geometric fit |
to Delaware than to Pennsylvania.

= They had less land.

1817 Map
State of Delaware



WHY WAS IT AN ISSUE?

= Both claimed the land.

= While Penn owned both Pennsylvania
and the Delaware Counties, there was no
rush to resolve the issue.

= While both claimed the land, neither
exorcised authority for the property.

= With no authoritythe wedge became a
“no man’s land” and haven for illegal
bootlegging and gambling.



THE RESOLUTION OF THE WEDGE



THE RESOLUTION OF THE WEDGE

= The Mason-Dixon Line 39° 43’ N parallel
latitudinal line was extended east until it
intersected the arc.
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THE RESOLUTION OF THE WEDGE

= The Mason-Dixon Line 39° 43’ N parallel
latitudinal line was extended east until it
intersected the arc.

" |n 1892, the current monument was placed
where the extended Mason-Dixon Line

intersected the arc from New Castle,
Delaware.

Arc Corner Marker near Thompson’s Bridge Road



THE RESOLUTION OF THE WEDGE

= The Mason-Dixon Line 39° 43’ N parallel
latitudinal line was extended east until it
intersected the arc.

" |n 1892, the current monument was placed
where the extended Mason-Dixon Line
intersected the arc from New Castle,
Delaware.

= On top of the marker is etched the
boundary lines.

Top of the Arc Corner Marker



THE RESOLUTION

= The Mason-Dixon Line 39° 43’ N parallel

latitudinal line was extended east until it 1
ME‘!!":;,."j;'rT‘t"j arna

intersected the arc. .- of approximately H1
dl i more than a century

®" |n 1892, a monument was placed where the | B claimed by Pennsy

extended Mason-Dixon Line intersected the U i\ | by Delaware. In 1889, a

appointed from both st:
arc from New Castle, Delaware. it 46 Delaware. This de
. - ratified by Pennsylvania |

= On top of the marker is etched the N Delaware In 1921, and by the Congr

boundary lines. | of the United Statcs in 1921

= In 1897, Pennsylvania ratified the border,
andin 1921, the wedge was officially made
part of Delaware.




THE RESOLUTION

The final interstate border

= Resolvedin 1921

= Michiganand Canadawere
resolved in 1925

The longest uncorrected border

Delaware is the only state border
with an arc for its boundary.
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MAP
sHOWING
THE COUNTIES OF MARYLAND
DURING THE PERIOD
1637-1650

compiLED BY

EDWARD BENNETT MATHEWS

Note.—St. Mary’s County erected 1637. Kent Couniy, previously
part of St. Mary's, erected 1642,

The colored areas represeni the probable extent of knowledge
and the shading the extent of settlement al the end of the period




THE IMPORTANCE OF
ESTABLISHING ACCURATE
BOUNDARIES



THE IMPORTANCE OF ESTABLISHING CORRECT BOUNDARIES

* Encroachment
= Neighbordisputes
= Squatting
= Border moved
= Buildingon the right property
= (Qcean Pines, MD

= Eminentdomain

= QOwner not listed in the local records



THE IMPORTANCE OF ESTABLISHING CORRECT BOUNDARIES

= Regulations

= Road requirements

i

= Stateand local requirements

N

= Setbacks
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= Maximum impervious

= Stormwater regulations
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= Water and wastewater

Aerial Photo from Google Maps®



THE IMPORTANCE OF ESTABLISHING CORRECT BOUNDARIES

= Taxes

= State vs state, county vs county,
township vs township

= School taxes

" |ncome tax

Aerial Photo from Google Maps®



THE IMPORTANCE OF ESTABLISHING CORRECT BOUNDARIES

= Howard Street Tunnel

= 49.5 acres becomes 46.5 acres

= 4 lotsina 1960s subdivision




THE IMPORTANCE OF ESTABLISHING CORRECT BOUNDARIES

DELAWARE

s DELAWARE

Aerial and Street Photos from Google Maps®



THE TRISTATE MARKER TRAIL



THE TRI-STATE MARKER TRAIL

= The 2015 dedicated trail is close
to our conference!
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Map Photo from Google Maps®



THE TRI-STATE MARKER TRAIL
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THE TRI-STATE MARKER TRAIL

= The 2015 dedicated trail is close to our
conference!

= Accessed easily from either Pennsylvania or
Delaware.

= From Arc Corner Road in Pennsylvania,it’sa
short hike to the Tri-State Marker.




THE TRI-STATE MARKER TRAIL

= The 2015 dedicated trail is close to our
conference!

= Accessed easily from either Pennsylvania or
Delaware.

= From Arc Corner Road in Pennsylvania,it’sa
short hike to the Tri-State Marker.

= At the trailheadin Pennsylvania,it’s free
and easy to park. (Delawareis free if you
are a resident).




THE TRI-STATE MARKER TRAIL

Gary Moore

= The 2015 dedicated trail is close to our @ Gary Micore
conference!

= Accessed easily from either Pennsylvania or
Delaware.

= From Arc Corner Road in Pennsylvania,it’sa
short hike to the Tri-State Marker.

= At the trailheadin Pennsylvania,it’s free

. . Q Search Maps
and easy to park. (Delaware is free if you ‘
. Afternoon hike at Tri-State Trail to Twin Valley Trail Favorites
are a reSIdent). IT‘:ZF:ateTrawltoTwm\laHeyTra;\ Loop
= AllTrailsiPhone app has a map that is easy i |
to follow.
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QUESTIONS?

jone: _0 :.' 354 .
malt gxmm;e@brygnt:ngrs com




